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Annual Income from Land Use and Interest (in millio ns)
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The Colorado Supreme Court The Colorado Supreme Court 
has held:has held:

• that “land placed in 
perpetual public trust”
pursuant to the Enabling 
Act and state constitution 
“can only be used for 
education purposes, and 
the school fund can only 
be expended for support 
of the common schools.”

People ex rel. Dunbar v. City of Littleton (1973)

• that Colorado school 
districts are the “sole and 
exclusive beneficiar[ies] 
of the school lands trust”
and that the state has a 
fiduciary obligation to 
manage the trust 
exclusively “to support 
‘the common schools.’”

Brotman v. East Lake Creek Ranch, L.L.P. 
(2001)
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• Bills seeking to stop the supplanting and enable 

the growth of the permanent fund have failed:

– SB 07-102 (Sen. Penry, Rep.Merrifield) would have 
mandated that beginning in FY 2010-11 all school 
land earned and interest money be deposited into the 
permanent fund, seeking to increase its balance to 
an inflation-adjusted $2.35 billion.

– SB 06-007 (Sen. Windels, Rep. Penry) would have 
allowed the permanent fund to grow from the 2006-
07 fiscal year until the value of the fund reached 
$2.35 billion.



For more information:For more information:

Spiros Protopsaltis: spiros@c-pe.org
Colleen Heinz: cheinz@nea.org

Elise Keaton: elise@c-pe.org


